
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
RESOLUTIONS

I
adopted by

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMENI

I
from

Foundation in 1888

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

J
i



-1-

CONTENTS

Page

Administration1. 4

Arts, Letters and Music2. 24

Child and the Family3. 34

Economies4. 71

Education5. 76

Environment and Habitat:

Housing
Environment

Environment and Habitat 117

108

113

6. 108

Finance7. 129

8. Health 137

Home Economies9. 162

International Relations and Peace10. 173

»

11. Laws and Suffrage 222

Mass Media;

Films

Press

Radio and Télévision

Mass Media

12. 271

271

286

290

295

Migration13. 296

Social Welfare14. 312

15. Women and Employment 339

RESOLUTIONS listed under Sections, as above 359/396

INDEX

Compiled by; E.E. Monro, 1979



r

-2-

MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN
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ADMINISTRATION

(Amendments to Constitution & Standing Orders through the years not listed)

LONDON 1899

Headauarters Office

That a Headquarters Office be appointed for the International Council,
and that the said office be in the country in which the President
lives.

International Congress of Woinen

That the ICW do not in future undertake the responsibility of
organising International Congresses of Women, but that it do adhéré to
the arrangements for the management of its own Quinquennial Meetings
as set forth in its Constitution, leaving the organisation of
International Congresses in the hands of National Councils who may
desire to convene them.

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Recommends the National Council of the country where the Quinquennial
Meeting is convened to organise an International Congress which should
not conflict with the meetings of the International Council.

»

BERLIN 1904

Ouincmennial Meeting 1909

That this Council accept the invitation of the Canadien Council to
hold its Quinquennial Meetings of 1909 in Canada.

Political and Racial Représentation

That a Committee on which each National Council shall hâve a delegate
be appointed at this session to examine the question of political and
racial représentation.

(At a later session Mlle Vidart was unanimously elected
as Chairman of this Committee.

by Mlle Vidart, the Chair States that the duty of the
Committee on race représentation will be not only to draw
up a map of the world showing ail the nations where a
National Council exists or might be formed, but also to
define philosophically and historically what is a nation
as a basis for just action on the part of the International
Council."

"On a question being put

This resolution was passed in order to solve the problem of
Australie being then represented by New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australie and Tasmanie. It was contended that this gave the country
concerned a disproportionate number of votes on the Executive
Committee.)
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TORONTO 1909

Mîended Constitution and Standing

^“nïirm the action o£
pS® Council of Geneva, and hereby adopts the amendedConstitution and Standing Orders

Application for Aff i 1 i at-i on

n  instituted to which applications for
ht forming new National Councils may bereferred by the Executive, and that this Board consist of seven

members and that the General Officers be the Board.

Quinguennial and Executive Committ-po

thl the National Council of Women of italy tohold the Quinquennial Meeting of 1914 in Rome, and the invitations

ît°Stockhoîm^in Executive Comïittees
gra?ï?Sf?i;niï. acceptad with

as submitted.

Meetings I

Executive
The Hague 1913

Reports

Mea«“ Qulnguannialand that the Councils shall send

.  also a

reports
Secretary

Meeting should be published in 1914, counciis snai
inan annual report as usual to the Corresponding Secretarv and
^inijuannial report (l.a. a short suimary of the five annual

;; MaiSh ÏÏS! “ tha hands of the

,

Australian National Councils
National Councils shall continue their

représentation upon the ICW

?KSsidanis dSrînf Ms'*^L^a“ial‘’pa?iod? bÏÏPresidents or their proxies shall be permitted to attend and 4peak at

thi Meetings, including Executive Meetings, though onlyY® Australien President shall hâve voting power^ and ^
tS Lid peraitted to each of the Australian National Councils
tLr^niî committees, but

ail the Australian Councils.

as

ROME 1914

^andinq Orders for the Standing CommittPPs
Standing Orders for the International Standing

Comittees be accepted by the Council as corrected by the Conveners
and President and passed by the Executive Committee. i
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ROME 1914

Application for Affiliation from the National Council of Portugal
That the affiliation of the National Council of Women of Portugal be
accepted pending its Constitution being received in due conformity
with the Constitution of ICW.

KRISTIANIA 1920

Origin of ICW

That no one individual be considered as the founder of the ICW, but
that the samll group of American women mentioned in the Report as the
early organisers of the Council be remembered with deep appréciation
and gratitude by its members; and that, above ail, honour be given to
Miss Susan B. Anthony, whose idea it was to convene an International
Conférence of Women not limited to women suffrage workers, and to Mrs.
May Wright Sewall, whose suggestion it was to create a permanent
International Organisation of Women, and who, with this in view,
proposed the formation of National Councils of Women in ail countries
as the basis of an International Council of Women, and drew up its
first Constitution. (Editor's Note: It should be noted that the 1888
Washington Assembly mentioned in above resolutions was convened as an
"International Council of Women" and is so termed in ail the published
reports of the proceedings. If held under présent conditions it would
probably hâve been termed an "International Congress or Confer^ence" to
distinguish it from the permanent organisation, and this explains the
use of this term in the resolution.)

Founding of the ICW

Report of the Committee appointed to select from authentic documents
the data essential to a correct historical knowledge of the founding
of the ICW: That the Report be accepted.

Place of Meeting for the Ouinguennial Council Meeting in 1925

That the ICW cordially thanks the National Council of Women of Great
Britain and Ireland, the National Council of Women of Jugo-Slavia, for
the invitations they hâve kindly given to hold the Quinquennial
Meeting of 1925 in their respective countries.

The ICW proposed, however, that in view of the uncertainty which
prevails in the world, the final decision as to the place of the
meeting of the Quinquennial of 1925 shall be remitted to the Executive
which will meet in 1922, and that in case further invitations are
received the Executive shall duly consider them.
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IKRISTIANIA 1920

IPlace of Meeting of the Executive nommlttee in 1922
That the invitation from the National Council of Women of the
Netherlands to hold a meeting of the Executive Committee in their
country in 1922 be accepted with grateful thanks to the National
Council of Women of the Netherlands. I

IPlace of Meeting for the Meeting of the
Executive Committee in 1924
That the best thanks of the ICW be conveyed to the National Council of
Women of Denmark for their kind invitation for 1924, but that the
decision regarding the place of meeting of the Executive Committee in
1924 be referred to its meeting in 1922.

I

I
Tribute of Lady Aberdeen
That the members of the ICW wish to thank Lady Aberdeen for the years
of devoted work given on behalf of the Council, and to assure her of
their constant gratitude and appréciation.

I

I
Reguest fo Honorarv President

In view of the adhesion of so many new National Councils, and of the
spécial difficulties of international work during the coming years,
the Council begs Lady Aberdeen, in accepting élection as Honorary
President, to consent to collaborate with Madame Chaponniere-Chaix in
the conduct and responsibilities of the Présidentes office.

Resolutions adopted at the Informai Conférence held on the afternoon
of Wednesday, 15th September 1920, when the work of the ICW and its
relations with other great international organisations
considered.

were

I

1

I

IThat this ICW, met in Conférence, décliné the
invitation to support the proposai of the
International Woman Suffrage Alliance for an
annual official women's conférence under the
League of Nations, and held at their expense.

That this ICW, met in Conférence, recommends to
the Executive Committee and General Officers of
the Council to keep in view the desirability of
co-operation with other great international women's
organisations on subjects of common interest on
which they were agreed.

1.

I
2 .

I

i

I

I
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Executive

The Hague 1922

Co-operation with the International Woman Suffrage Alliance
That a Joint Coiamittee be formed with the International Woman Suffrage
Alliance for the sole purpose of recommending suitable women to serve
on bodies within the League of Nations.

Possible Amalgamation of ICW and International

Woman Suffrage Alliance that a Sub-Committee be formed

To consider how a plan may be devised whereby propositions for an
amalgamation of the ICW and the IWSA may be brought before the two
organisations, and that this small Committee consist of Lady Aberdeen,
Mrs. Ogilvie Gordon, Mme Avfil de Ste-Croix and Dr. Alice Salomon, it
being understood that before coming to any decision the President and,
Corresponding Secretary be informed.

ICW Publications

That the Quinquennial volumes of Transactions are not included in the
term

refer to Standing Orders, printed Programmes, Agendas and the Annual
Report of the ICW.

ordinary publications" mentioned in the Constitution, and which

Official Représentation at Conférences and Assemblies

That the acceptance of requests for official représentation be left to
the discrétion of the President.

Invitations for 1925 Quinquennial and 1924 Executive

That the invitation of the National Council of Women of the United
States for the Quinquennial Council Meeting in 1925 be accepted and
that of the National Council of Women of Denmark for the Executive
Committee Meeting in 1924 be accepted.

May Wright Sewall Memorial

That the May Wright Sewall Memorial take the form of a prize to be
offered for an essay on "The Peace Movements of To-day from the
Woman's Point of View", the award to be made at the time of the next
Quinquennial Council meeting.
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Executive

THE HAGUE 1922

I
Election of President for Remainder of Ouincniennial Term Till 1925
That the Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair be elected
the remainder of the current Quinquennial term till President fo

1925.

r

Madame Chaponniere-Chaix^s Election as Spécial MAtn^er of Board
of Officers and Executive ~

Chaponniere-Chaix be elected a spécial member of the Board
Of Officers and of the Executive Committee, and be also asked to act
as a spécial représentative of the Council'in connection with the
great international movements that hâve their headquarters

at Geneva.

Executive

COPENHAGEN 1924

Affiliation of New Councila

That the application of:
the National Council of Women of Czecho-Slovakia,
the National Council of Women of Guatemala,
the National Council of Women of Ireland

be accepted.

and

That the application of the National Council of Women of Poland be
accepted. (Note: The President explained that the Board of Officers
recommended the acceptance of this Council provisionally,
difficulty had arisen over the Constitution:

as a slight
it was hoped that the

necessary change would be made before the Quinquennial Council Meeting
in 1925.) ^
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Executive

COPENHAGEN 1924

Lanauaae of ICW Reports

With regard to a resolution proposed by the National Council of Women
of the Netherlands:

"That henceforth the International Annual, Biennial
and Quinquennial Reports be edited in a French, a
German and an English version so as to give more room
to the reports of the Councils and International Standing
Committees, without raising the price:

which was not carried, the following resolutions were adopted:

that the résolution lie on the table till backed
up by financial estimâtes;

that the order of the three official languages on
the title page of the reports be changed in each
édition.

a)

b)

Bureau of International de la Paix

In view of the Bureau International de la Paix's intention of issuing
a book with particulars about ail societies working for Peace^ it was
decided:

"That the ICW send particulars for insertion in the
book and that the Honorary Treasurer pay the Frs.80
required."

Quinquennial Council Meeting 1925

In view of the increased financial difficulties during the last few
years in the European countries which would make it impossible to
secure a full représentation from the National Councils at the
Quinquennial Council Meeting held in the United States of America, the
ICW Executive regretfully décidé not to attempt to carry out the
proposai accepted at The Hague in 192 2. They hope that the kind
invitation will be repeated on another occasion. That the invitation
of the National Council of Women of Austria to hold the Quinquennial
Council Meeting in Austria be accepted with thanks.

After the close of the meeting of the Executive at Copenhagen,(Note:
we received communications from the National Council of Women of the
United States in which the President - Mrs. Philip North Moore -
explained that her Council wished to offer hospitality to ail
delegates desiring it during the fortnight covering the Council
Meetings, and that, moreover, the USA Council was prepared to offer
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Executive

COPENHAGEN 1924

$20,000 to assist in meeting the travelling expenses of delegates
unable to meet the sum under the présent économie conditions,
request of Mrs. Moore a new vote of the Executive was taken, by
letter, by the President, the new items of information mentioned above
being also circulated. The resuit of this vote showed 32 in favour of
the Quinquennial Meeting being held in America and 12 in favour of
Austria. There was thus a large majority for Washington, and the
Quinquennial Meeting of 1925 will accordingly be held in that city in
the beginning of May.)

At the

The Bulletin

That for the présent year 1924/1925 the Bulletin should continue to be
edited at the Secretary's office, and that Fru Backer's name
the front page as Editer.

appear on

The Bulletin

That as the work of editing the Bulletin is a heavy addition to the
Work of the Honorary Corresponding Secretary, this arrangement should
cpnly be accepted provisionally until the Quinquennial Meeting and that
it be referred to the Board of Officers to frame  a practical proposai
for the conduct of the Bulletin during the next Quinquennial period,
to be placed on the Agenda for the Executive and Council Meeting
year.

next

(

I
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WASHINGTON 1925

Board of Officers

That the Sub-Executive Committee be in future known under the title
"Board of Officers".

Fraternal Deleaates at Ouinouennial Council Meetings

That the ICW Executive Committee shall détermine from time to time a
list of women's international organisations that shall be invited to
send fraternal delegates to attend the Quinquennial Meetings of the
Council, with the right to take part in discussion on matters not
affecting the Constitution of the Council, but without a vote.

Nomination of International Officer, Conveners

and Vice-Conveners

That in order to assist Councils in their nominations of International

Officers, Conveners and Vice-Conveners, each National Council shall be
asked to préparé a list of suitable women in their own country from
whom such nominations can be made when desired.

Methods of Work of Standing Committees

The Standing Committees of the ICW, formed for a
definite object, hâve as their work to examine
matters within their scope submitted to the Council
with the view of securing such reforms as they may
consider necessary.

No Standing Committee may take up a new line of work,
or memorialise officially any other association in
the name of the ICW, without first having secured the
approval of the Executive Committee or Board of
Officers of the ICW.

1.

2 .

The Convener of an International Standing Committee
is responsible only to the ICW. She stands in the
same relationship to her own National Council as to
every other National Council. She may work only
through the members appointed by the several National
Councils. If any National Council should décliné to
appoint a member for a particular Committee, the
Convener of the said Committee may not impose her
department of work within the limite of that National
Council without consent.

3.
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WASHINGTON 1925

4. Each Convener shall send an outline of the proposed
Work of her Cominittee annually not later than July
to the Corresponding Secretary for the approval and
suggestions of the President.

The subjects placed on the programme shall be
proposed by the Convener of the Committee, or by
one of the représentative members in the name of her
National Council.

Each Convener shall send to the members of her
Committee annually not later than August the
programme of work for the year, mentioning the points
to which she especially wishes to draw attention.

The members shall send their replies to the Conveners
within five months of the dispatch of the programme.
They shall add any suggestions with regard to
subjects their Council may wish to submit for the
considération of the Committee.

A copy of ail communications sent by a Convener to
the members of her Committee must be sent at the
time to the President and the Corresponding Secretary
of the International Council, and to the Presidents
of the National Councils.

The Convener of each Standing Committee of the
ICW_shall furnish the Corresponding Secretary with
a list of the names and addresses of the members
of her Committee, and with an account of the work
in progress in her Committee, for the purpose of
publication in the Annual Report of the International
Council, such account not exceeding 5,000 words in
length, to he in any of the three official languages,
and to be in the hands of the Corresponding Secretary
not later than April 30th in each year.

The Conveners shall report on the work of their
Committees at each meeting of the Executive Committee.
In this report each National Council will find a
short notice of its work. The delegates shall not
hâve the right to complain if their report is not
mentioned in cases where it has not been received
the date fixed by the Standing Orders.

Whenever possible the annual report of a Committee
shall be submitted in proof form to that Committee
previously to being submitted to the Executive
Committee. Under no circumstances shall a report
be published without having been accepted by the
Executive Committee or the Board of Officers.

same

on

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

\

/

I
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WASHINGTON 1925

If at a time when no meeting can be summoned it be
deemed désirable by the Convener to take the vote of
her Committee by post, such a vote shall be valid.

An annual allowance shall be made to the Conveners

of Standing Committees to cover necessary outlays
on postage. The amount of this allowance shall be
settled by the officers or the Executive Committee
after each Quinquennial Meeting for the ensuing
quinquennial period.

Any Standing Committee may invite experts (men or
women) on the spécial subject of the Committee to
take part in their proceedings.

Vice-Conveners automatically become Conveners from
the day on which the latter resign office. If a
member of a Standing Committee has for two years
running failed to answer letters from the Convener,
her National Council shall be asked to appoint a
new member.

12.

13 .

14.

15.

In the case of a Convener not having answered any
letters or undertaken any work for a year, she shall*
be considered to hâve resigned.

Members of Standing Committees shall be requested
to send copies of their replies to their Convener's
communications also to the Vice-Convener.

It is advisable that reports from members of Standing
Committees be submitted to their National Councils
with a view to ensuring that these reports are in
harmony with the opinions of the Council.

16.

17.

18.

Change of Committee Name in French and German
That the title of the Committee on Trades and Professions remains the
same in English, but be changed in French and German to "Commission
Permanente de Travail Féminin" and "Standiger Ausschuss fur
Frauenarbeit".
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Executive

GENEVA 1927

gormation of Committee of Experts on Economie
That a small Committee of Experts be formed to deal with questions
concerning the économie intercourse (tariffs, etc.) between States,
the me^ers to be appointed by the Board of Officers and to serve
until the Quinquennial Council Meeting, when the possibilitv of
forming a permanent Committee on the subject can be considered.

News for the Bulletin

sent should be free to insert press matterssent to her direct by the members of the varions Councils and also
Items of news which she has herself collected.

The Appointment of a Temporarv committee to
the Work of Women^s Rural OrganisatioTiH
That a temporary committee be formed to consider the conditions under
which women s rural organisations work and possibly to suggest plans
by means of which these organisations can get into touch with one
another and with the wider movements already represented in the ICW.

Consider
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Executive

LONDON 1929

Report on Resuit of Action Taken on Resolutions
That before the next Quinquennial Meeting a report be drawn up,
showing the results of action taken on the resolutions passed by the
ICW during the last ten years.

Order of Election

That in future the élection of the Board of Officers and of the
Conveners and Vice-Conveners of the International Standing Committees
shall take place in the following order:

Election of:

1) President of the ICW

Other members of the Board of Officers and Conveners

3) Vice-Conveners, Vice-Treasurer and Vice-Secretaries

2)

Affiliation of New Councils

That the application of the National Councils of Women of Lithuania
and Albania for affiliation be accepted, and that the Presiden*t be
authorised to accept the affiliation of the National Councils of Japan
and Turkey if and when their formai applications are received and
their Constitutions are ascertained to be in harmony with the
principles of the International Council.

List of Information Bureaus and Clubs
That on the last page of ail international reports published by the
ICW there be printed, as formerly, a list of Information Bureaus
approved by the National Councils of Women, or other addresses where
information can be obtained. This list might also include the
addresses of the chief Women^s International Clubs throughout the
World.
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Executive

LONDON 1929

^.ternational Conférence of Rural Women's Oraanisationg
That this Executive Committee approves of the scheme adopted by the

Conférence of Rural Women's Organisations whereby a
appointed with powers to arrange a Conférence

rural subjects, to be held at the same time as the Quinquennial
meetings of the ICW in Vienna, and to nominate représentatives to
attend some of the ICW Standing Committees
capacity of observers.

on

on that occasion in the

I
çp-operation with International alliance of
for Suffrage and Equal Citizenshin
In view of the great advantages that would accrue to the women's
movement and the more effective work that could be accomplished, be it

EESOLVED that a Joint Committee of four représentatives of the ICW and
four représentatives of the International Mliance of Women for
Suffrage and Equal Citizenship be formed as soon as possible, to draw

between the two organisations and to
examine the possibilities of future amalgamati

affiliated to the ICW and the Auxiliariesof the International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Equal
be asked to send through their respective Headquarters any

SmmitteS deliberations of the Joint

Women

on.
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VIENNA 1930

Book of Appréciation

That a Book of Appréciation be established in which the names of ail
those men and women who wish to give expression to their appréciation
of the ICW and what it stands for may be entered, subject to such
names being recommended by their own National Councils and accepted by
the ICW, on their subscribing to the ICW funds a sum équivalent to
Sterling 100 or more.

Roll of Honour

That in order to keep in perpétuai remembrance the names of those
leaders and workers who hâve done invaluable and outstanding work for
the ICW from its inception, and to whose memory in appréciation of
their work the ICW wish to do honour, a Roll of Honour should be
inaugurated by the ICW on which Roll the names of such women may be
inscribed for ail time. Also that a book be kept for reference at any
time, wherein the reasons for placing of such names on the Roll of
Honour be recorded.

♦

Committee on Economie Questions

That the existing Committee of Economie Experts be enlarged and act as
a consultative committee dealing with économie questions.

Committee of Investigation

That the Board of Officers be empowered to appoint a Committee of
Investigation whose task shall be to study under what conditions
Councils of countries which do not as yet possess complété political
independence may in future be received into the ICW.
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VIENNA 1930

Resolutions Concerning Co-operation with International Organisations

Co-operation between the ICW and the International
Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Ecrual Citizenship

A. The possibility of co-ordinating the work of
the Conunittees.

I.

That it be a recommendation to both Societies
that they ask the Chairman of their International Stand
ing Committees how far they would be prepared to co-
operate with the Committee of the other Society dealing
with the same subject, in particular in regard to:

the drafting of joint questionnaires,

the organising of joint conférences on
spécial subjects.

Joint Démonstrations on certain occasions.

That it be suggested that the Board of
one Society should meet, if possible, at
the same place and time as the big general
meeting of the other Society.

That on these occasions the Society holding
its big general meeting should, when
arranging public meetings of interest to
both Societies, invite the other Society
to put forward a speaker or speakers who
would express their views and take part
officially representing that Society.

Co-operation with other International Organisations
That the International Women's Organisations be
invited to co-operate with the ICW on the following
lines:

1.

2.

B.

1.

2.

as

II.

Spécial Conférences or Démonstrations to
be held jointly when matters of inter
national importance arise which would make
common international action désirable and
effective.

1.

Communication between the respective
women's international organisations which
would enable them to be kept informed as
to any plans of work or proposed confér
ences likely to be of common interest.

2.



-20

Executive

STOCKHOLM 1933

Joint Meetings of Standing Conunittees
That questions which concern two or even three Standing Committees
shall be studied at spécial Joint Meetings, to which the members of
the respective Committees shall be invited,
regularly and of which the Agenda shall be drawn up by the Conveners
in co-operation with each other.

shall be convened

doser Co-operation with the International Alliance
for Suffrage and Ecrual Citizenship

Sub-Committee be formed to discuss with the Sub-Committee of
it is to be

That a

the Alliance the question of doser co-operation;
dissolved when the discussion is over.

Roll of Honour

Considering the necessity to widen the resolution
with regard to the Roll of Honour adopted at Vienna,
the Executive Committee expresses the wish that not
only the names of women who hâve collaborated with
the ICW shall be inserted in the Roll of Honour,
but also those of women who in ail fields of work
hâve rendered great services to society and the
progress of humanity.

That the name of the Marchioness of Aberdeen and
Temair be inserted first in the Roll of Honour.

That the name of Miss Henni Forchhammer be placed on
the Roll of Honour.

ICW and the National Council of Women of Germany
That the Executive Committee of the ICW desire to express their deep
and heartfelt sorrow at the severing of the ties between the ICW and
the National Council of Women of Germany which for nearly 40 years has
so splendidly upheld the ideals for which ICW was formed in bringing
together women of ail races, classes and religions for the promotion
of the highest welfare of the family and the commonwealth, and for the
best good of humanity, at the same time keeping in view that the
international ideals shall conform with their sense of patriotism and
the interests of their own country.

The ICW earnestly hope that means may be devised in the near future
whereby their German fellow-workers with their wide_expérience may be
enabled to co-operate as in the past with the activities of women in
Germany and that the accustomed interchange and collaboration in this
international body between the women of Germany and those of other
countries may be again renewed.

a)

b)

c)
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DÜBROVNIK 1936

Jubilee Meeting in 1938
That in view of the fact that the year 1938 will mark the 50th

Plenary Council Meetingsnall be held in that year instead of the year 1939 and shall take the
form of a Jubilee Célébration.

Survey of the History of National Councils
The ICW asks its National Councils to write a short survey of their
history. Such a book would serve
utility, :
the World.

as documentation testifying to the
necessity and the great importance of women's work ail over

Importance and Wider Circulation of icw Bulletin
The ICW desire to emphasise the importance and value of rapid
interchange of information between members of the Council and begs
that more use be made of the Bulletin, especially in reporting
successes and advances that can be helpful in other countries!»
also urges ail National Councils to make more use of the useful
information made available in this way by largely increasing the
circulation of the Bulletin.

It

i

Bibliographv or Card Index re Woman^s Movement
The ICW request National Councils, either alone or in co-operation
with other women's organisations in their respective countries,
keep a bibliography or a card index recording national developments in
the woman s movement, in order that a complété survey may at any time
be available within the Council. ^

to
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EDINBURGH 1938

Lenath of Resolutions from National Councils
Resolutions sent by affiliated Councils to the ICW shall not be
accepted unless framed in concise terms, within the limit of
approximately 100 words.

Aftoaraphical Distribution of National Councils
The ICW requests the Board of Officers to survey the présent position
and geographical distribution of the National Councils throughout the
World, and to take steps towards the formation of new Councils, and
the strengthening of such as need assistance, and generally to aim at
greater uniformity of the influence of the ICW in the different
continents.

Executive

LUGANO 1949

international Council of Women - Conseil International
des Remmes - internationaler Frauenrat
The name of the ICW in German shall be "Internationaler Frauenrat ,

exact translation of the English and French names.this being the

Régional Conférences between National Councils of Women
The ICW approves the principle of régional conférences between
National Councils of Women who may wish to organise_such conférences,

the understanding that they are purely consultative. Should it be
desired to make représentations to ICW as a resuit of a Conférence

should be submitted through the usual channels.

on

these

National Council of Women in Italy . . .
In view of the fact that the organising mission given to certain women
in Rome has not arrived at satisfactory results, while during the same
time important Italian groupe hâve formed in other cities, including
Rome; the board QF OFFICERS of the ICW has been forced to reconsider
the situation. In its great desire to arrive at the formation of an
Italian National Council composed of the women's groups of the
country, the Board of Officers décidés to ask both groups tohold in
common a General Assembly composed of delegates from ail their
affiliated associations during which élections will take place.
Awaiting the resuit for which it hopes, the Board proposes to the
Executive Committee, subject to constitutional ratification by the
next Conférence, to recognise as National Council of Women in
the Organisation founded by the Congress of Milan, whose methods of
work are in agreement with those of the ICW.
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ATHENS 1951

Motto of the Tnw

The ICW urges that the Motto be
correspondence and publications,
brought the ICW into being and
Councils of Women.

used whenever possible
since it embodies the spirit which

actuates the work of ail National

on



1

ARTS, LETTERS AND MUSIC
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ARTS, LETTERS AND MUSIC

1927 Letters (sub-committee of
Press Committee)

1927 Arts (sub-committee of
Press Committee)

1930 Fine and Applied Arts

1954 Arts, Letters & Music

1930 Letters

1947 Arts and Letters

Executive

THE HAGUE 1913

Biblioaraphv - Women's Movement

That the National Councils be asked to enquire if any bibliography of
books and pamphlets dealing with the woman's movement exists in their
country, and if this is the case, that they should kindly send such to
the Office Central de Bibliographie in Brussels.

»

Executive

GENEVA 1927

Sections for Letters and Arts - Co-operation vith the

Institute for Intellectual Co-operation

That each Council shall appoint as soon as possible a section for
Letters and Arts, and place on its programme co-operation with the
National Committee of Intellectual Co-operation and with the Institute
and its organisations, such as the International Muséum Office and the
International Translation Office.
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VIENNA 1930

Conunittee on Letters
That the Sub-Committee on Letters be constituted
Coininittee.

Conunittee of Fine and Applied Arts
Sub-Committee on Arts be constituted as an independent

Committee and called Committee of Fine and Applied Arts.

International Conunittee of Popular Arts
That the National Councils give ail possible support to the
International Committee of Popular Arts and .to the réalisation of its
programme.

as an independent

Librarv Facilitiea
That the ICW urges the National Councils to ascertain whether the

and private libraries provide the necessary technical
books on arts, crafts and industries.

Executive

STOCKHOLM 1933

Exhibition of Samples of Popular Art in Paris 1934
Committee proposes to organise for the next Conférence

exhibition of samples of popular art and that
should send 15 to 20 very characteristic small

^yelopment of Artistic Education of Vonth
The Executive Committee recommends the National Councils to do ail
they can to develop the artistic éducation of the youth of their

that through the Bulletin the artistic movements of other
countries should be made known.

an

each National Council
objects.

Prize Instituted bv the Arts Committee
The Arts Committee of the ICW institutes
solidarity.

a prize for artistic
The Princess Cantacuzene (Roumania) offers to this end a

prize of FF 1000 which will be offered at the next Conférence to a
woman artist who will be chosen by the Swedish National Council. in
following years this same prize will be decided by lot for one of the
women whose names will be chosen by the Arts Committee
different National Councils.

of the

l
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DUBROVNIK 1936

Professional Position of Women in Literarv Careers
The ICW décidés to put on its programme the study of the professional
position of women in literary careers.

Youth Théâtres

The ICW décidés to interest itself in the development of Youth
Théâtres.

Children's Libraries

Considering the importance of children's libraries for the
intellectual and moral and social development of children and young
people, the ICW urges its National Councils to study the functioning
of these libraries and to contribute to their increase by interesting
public authorities and private enterprise in this question,
attention to the inquiry which is being made by the International
Institute for Intellectual Co-operation on the Social Rôle of Public
Libraries for Young People.

It draws

PHILADELPHIA 1947

Children's Literature

The ICW draws the attention of writers, editors, parents and teachers
throughout the world to the importance of children's literature and
its accompanying artistic illustrations in the building up of a spirit
of peace and international understanding.

It draws attention to the bad taste, crudity and violence which are
too often the thèmes preferred by writers and artists of children's
newspapers and books.

The ICW urges the women's organisations in ail countries to support
every effort made to solve this problem.

Women as Critics of Literature and Arts

The ICW recommends that more women in ail countries be urged to
qualify themselves as critics of literature and arts and to seek
opportunities and press for appointment as such.

J
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Executive

LUGANO 1949

Comics

The ICW draws the attention of National Councils to the disastrous
influence which a certain type of ”comics" may hâve on children and
adolescents and asks each country to consider urgently effective means
of dealing with this problem.

I
;V.

0

. l ' International Understandina Throuah Music

.  realising the importance of stimulating internationalThe ICW,
understanding through the study and enjoyment of music. I
WELCOMES the proposai of the International Music Council to organise
an International Conférence on Music Education in Brussels in 1953;

the National Councils to co-operate where possible in the work
being undertaken by the International Music Council and the
International Folk Music Council.

I

ATHENS 1951

Terms of Reference

To collect and distribute information on questions touching the
intellectual life of women; to draw up bibliographies of women's work;
to promote the translation of selected books; to encourage personal
relations between literary women, musiciens and artists in different

to stimulate popular interest in literary, artistic and
musical work and to endeavour to promote concerts and exhibits between
the varions countries.

countries;

f
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ISTANBUL 1960

Terms of Reference

To collect and distribute information on questions touching on the
intellectual and artistic life of women; to draw up bibliographies of
women's work; to promote the translation of selected books; to
encourage personal relations between literary women, musiciens and
artists in different countries; to stimulate popular interest in
literary, artistic and musical work and to endeavour to promote
concerts and exhibits between the various countries.

TEHRAN 1966

Terms of Reference

To promote high standards and active participation in ail forms of
art; to stimulate interest in the préservation of the national arts
héritage (arts, crafts, historié buildings, rural scenic beauty); to
study and encourage the implémentation of international conventions
dealing with art, literature, drama and music; to collect and
distribute information relating to the intellectual and artistic life
of women and young people; to emphasise the value of art and irfusic
teaching in schools and universities, and to encourage the official
qualification or the proper registration of music teachers; to
stimulate interest in créative literature for children and in
children's libraries; to keep the ICW informed of significant works by
women artists, authors and composers.

Recreational Books for Newlv Literate Young People

/

\/' APPRECIATING the work undertaken by UNESCO in many developing
countries through its literacy campaign,

AWARE of the need to publish and make available more recreational
books for newly literate young people,

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

URGES UNESCO to sponsor publication of such books for certain
developing countries, written by their own nationals (for example, the
short stories for children collected from 12 Asian countries in 1965
by the Women's Council, London) in order to encourage newly literate
young people to use their acquired knowledge.
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BANGKOK 1970

J Author's Riahts

C.ONSIDERING that intellectual créative work should
protection as any other production^ reçoive the same

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

REQÜESTS its affiliated Councils to promote the establishment
équitable System for the protection of authors
World.

In deyeloping countries, authors' rights could be guaranteed either by
organising the direct levy of these rights in the countries concerned,
or -as atemporary measure until the levy system has been organised -
by financial assistance to such countries, which would enable the
payment of the rights due to authors.

récognition of the real value of intellectual créative work would
corollary of encouraging the création of an intellectual and

Creative elite among populations that are developing their culture

of an

rights throughout the
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NAIROBI 1979

RECOVERY THROUGH THE ARTS OF YOÜTHFUL DROP-OÜTS AND DELINOUENTS

J
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Whereas the problem of drop-out exists in most countries;

And Whereas such youth présents a grave educational and social
problem;

And Whereas many different ways hâve been tried to reintegrate such
youth into society;

And Whereas non-formal approaches hâve proved particularly successful
in assisting such youth to overcome their difficulties;

IT IS HEREBY RECOMMENDED that National Councils;

Call upon their governments and local authorities to undertake spécial
imaginative programmes for the réhabilitation of drop-out you-^h;

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Emphasises the proven value of the créative arts in programmes
designed to reabsorb young people as a constructive element in
society;

And hopes that National Councils would encourage for this purpose the
establishment of spécial amateur theatrical groups, art classes, dance
and music groups, as a community therapy effort to help such youths.



-31-

VIENNA 1973

Satellite Transmissions and Copyright Problems

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

AWARE of the problems of copyright protection raised by the expected
growth of transmissions via space satellites;

WELCOMES the initiative of UNESCO and the World Intellectual Property
Organisation in convening committees of governmental experts in April
1971 and May 1972 to consider problems in the field of copyright and
of the protection of performers, producers of recordings and
broadcasting organisations raised by transmission via space
satellites:

REOUESTS UNESCO and WIPO to ensure;

that the rights of authors which are protected .
under the copyright laws of the varions countries
should not be prejudiced in any way by the use of
satellites for the transmission of programmes;

that any new convention or amendment to any
existing convention should not reduce in any way
the rights at présent enjoyed by authors; and

its affiliated Councils to press for the prohibition
by ail countries of public dissémination of signais
transmitted by space satellites without the consent
of the originating organisations and of the authors
of Works carried by such signais, subject to minor
exceptions in the fields of teaching and scientific
research, and the use of short extracts for report-
ing current events.

1.

2 .

ÜRGES
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VIENKA 1973

Rôle of the World Intellectual Propertv Organisation

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

NOTING that the Economie and Social Council at its fortheoming session
in July 1973 will be considering the question of concluding an
agreement with the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO)
whereby the latter would become a Specialised Agency in the United
Nations family under Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter;

NOTING also that United Nations bodies hâve in recent years laid
increasing stress on the importance of WIPO's rôle in économie and
social development;

CONVINCED of the need for the widest récognition of and respect for
the économie and social rights of creators and for the international
diffusion of Works of the mind;

LOOKS FORWARD to co-operating with WIPO in achieving these purposes
and welcomes the steps that hâve been taken with  a view to bringing
WIPO into relationship with the United Nations family.
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VANCOUVER 1976

J Lendinq Libraries - Authors* Riahts

WHEREAS authors and publishers whose products are in public libraries
do not benefit financially from their use as much as they would if
each reader had to buy their Works himself;

IN ONLY five countries - Australie, New Zealand, Denmark, Sweden and
Norway - governments hâve granted, and make themselves responsible for
the payment of Public Lending Rights to their own authors. This gives
authors a fee per book per annum for every volume they hâve produced
that is in the stock of the public libraries in their country.
grant recompenses publishers for their library sales,and this

Authors' rights may be inherited by
Such rights expire 50 years after the first

The

encourages publishers to reprint.
spouse and/or children.
publication of the book;

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

URGES its National Councils to seek from their governments the
granting of Public Lending Rights to their own authors and publishers.

indiqenous Art Treasures

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

PRGES its National Councils to ask their governments to preserve their
indigenous art treasurers from export by private art dealers.



CHILD AND THE FAMILY

1920 Spécial Cominittee on Child Welfare

1925 Child Welfare

1960 Child and the Family
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CHILD AND THE FAMILY

1920 Spécial Committee on Child Welfare (Convener  - Lady
This Committee drafted the "Children'sAberdeen.

Charter")

1925 Child Welfare

1960 Child and the Family

TORONTO 1909

studv of Questions Concernina Children

That the ICW request National Councils during the quinquennial period
1909/1914 to devote a large share of their attention to questions
concerning children, and to hold spécial discussions on such questions
at the next Quinquennial meeting of the ICW.

ROME 1914

Ecrual Rights of Parents in Regard to Children

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

URGES that in ail countries the law should give equal rights to father
and mother in ail respects with regard to their children, and further
that in cases of différences of opinion, at the demand of one of the
parents, a State authority shall be empowered to make such decisions.



I
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KRISTIANIA 1920

I

1Endowroent of Motherhood - Studv of the Question
That the ICW urges the National Councils to study the question of the
endowment of motherhood.

E.ndovnnent of Mothers in Necessitous circumstances
That the ICW support the principle of the endowment of mothers in
necessitous circumstances. Mothers who hâve their children with them
ought to be secured a fixed minimum income in proportion to the number
of their children. The différence between this minimum income and
that of their household should be paid out of Government or Municipal
funds, or out of both conjointly. Effective control should secure
that this endowment should be expended exclusively for the benefit
mother and children.

Savinq of Children in the Famine-stricken Districts of Europe
That the ICW calls upon the women of ail countries to do their utmost
to save the children in the famine stricken districts of Europe.

of

I
I

I

I

IRiqhts of Children Born out of Wedlock
That the ICW recommends that législation should be enacted in ail
countries giving the child born out of wedlock the right to his
father's name, and to provide procedure for finding the identity of
the father and securing an adéquate maintenance for the child. I

i

IExecutive

THE HAGUE 1922

I
Illeqitimate Children
That opinion be collected from the affiliated National Councils
following questions:

on the

I
Is it désirable in the interests of the community
as a whole that illegitimate children should ob-
tain equal legal rights with legitimate children
and would such a position affect the constitution
of the family?

What changes in the existing laws of their countries
relating to illegitimacy are advocated by the several
National Councils of Women?

IT WAS .AGREED that the Convener should circulate previous resolutions
passed by the ICW on the position of illegitimate children.

a)

b)

I

I

I

i

I
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Executive

THE HAGUE 1922

Infantile Birth and Death Rate
That the Committee collect from the various Councils official
statistics showing:

a) number of births and the general birth rate

the infantile mortality rate

the births and birth rate of illegitimate
children

b)

c)

d) the deaths and death rate of illegitimate
children

Executive

COPENHAGEN 1924

Death Rate of Legitimate and Illegitimate Children
That the statistics concerning the death rate of legitimate compared
with illegitimate children under one year be circulated and that the
affiliated National Councils be asked to investigate what remédiai
measures they recommend.

Coopération between the 'Save the Children» Fund
International Union and the ICW

»

In view of bringing about some form of practical coopération between
the 'Save the Children' Fund International Union and the ICW, it was
decided:

a) That this meeting formally re-endorse the
Déclaration of Geneva, made by the 'Save the
Children' Fund International Union.

b) That the National Councils be recommended to
collaborate with the National Committees of
'Save the Children' Fund in their respective
countries in preparing a Children's Charter
suitable to the needs and conditions in each
particular country.
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I

1
Executive

C0FENHA6EN 1924

IC) That these Charters, after submission to both inter
national organisations and approval, be published
as the joint production of both organisations and
with both names printed on it.

That pending the decision of the Quinquennial Council
Meeting on the proposais of affiliation or some form
of fédération for international societies cooperating
with the ICW, représentatives of the International
'Save the Children' FUnd be invited to attend the

meetings of the ICW Child Welfare Committee.

Position of Alien Children

d)

1

i

I

IThe Executive Committee of the ICW authorises the

Child Welfare Committee in communication with the

affiliated National Councils to make the position
of alien children under the law of each country a
subject of serions study and to report on this at
the next Quinquennial Meeting.

The Child Welfare Committee requests the Executive
Committee to place a resolution on the agenda of
the Quinquennial Council meeting with a view to
obtaining as soon as possible an improvement as
regards the status of alien children.

a)

I

Ib)

»

I

I

I
WASHINGTON 1925

Formation of a Standing Committee on Child Welfare

That the Spécial Committee on Child Welfare be now re-constituted as a
permanent Standing Committee of the ICW. (Power was given to adjust
the name in accordance with any decision taken by the League of
Nations.)

I
/

Alteration in the ICW Children*s Charter in Collaboration

with ‘Save the Children* Fund International Union

This resolution repeats Clause a) of the resolution "Position of Alien
Children" listed above, with the alteration of "The Executive
Committee of the ICW..." to "The ICW...".)

I

I

I

I
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PROTECTION OF CHILDREN IN CASE OF HOSTILITIES

Ppn.sidering the increasing nuiaber of cases where children are directlv
or indirectly involved in hostilities and

Çonsidering that the protection of children in case of hostilities is
not embodied in the Déclaration of the Rights of the Child,

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN, having in mind in particular:

1. The International Year of the Child (lYC) draws the attention of
National Councils of Women to the Protocols additional to the Geneva
Conventions (Red Cross), adopted in 1977 which define the
be taken in favour of children, particular:

PROTOCOL 1, Article 77. Protection of Children

measures to

The parties to the conflict shall take ail feasible measures in
order that children who hâve not attained the âge of fifteen years do
not take a direct part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall
refrain from recruiting them into the armed forces.

PROTOCOL 11, Article 4, Fundcunental Guarantees

2.

3. Children shall be provided with the care and aid they require
and, in particular

c) children who hâve not attained the âge of fifteen vears shall
neither be recruited into the armed forces or groups nor allowed to
take part in hostilities;

d) the spécial protection provided by this Article to children who
hâve not attained the âge of fifteen vears shall remain applicable to
them if they take a direct part in hostilities despite the provisions
of sub-paragraph (c) and are captured;

Commentarv to the Draft Additional Protocols. '973. D. 164

The parties to the conflict shall neither encourage nor tolerate any
participation whatsoever by children in the hostilities; not only
shall direct participation in hostilities be prohibited, but also any
other act in relation with the latterj transmission of military
information; transport of arms, ammunition and war material*. sabotage,
etc."
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Nairobi 1979

HEALTH OF THE CHILD AND FAMILY

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Aware that children are a particularly vulnérable group who hâve
spécial health needs and are exposed to serions risks;

Concerned by the magnitude and gravity of the health problems of
mothers and children mainly as related to the interaction between
malnutrition and infection in combination with adverse environmental
factors and inadéquate health care and social services;

Recoqnising the crucial importance of family health, particularly for
the infants, as well as for pre-school and school children, for
subséquent adult health and the quality of life of future générations;

Considerinq that 1979 has been declared the International Year of the
Child, the significance and objectives of which should serve as a
stimulus to continuing actions which by virtue of their scope and
continuity will make these aspirations a reality;

Urqes National Councils to

Develop further educational programmes for men and women in
maternai and child health with spécial emphasis on areas such as
nutrition, food, hygiene, personal hygiene, family life, child bearing
and child rearing.

2. To request their governments to undertake and further develop
social legislative éducation, préventive and curative measures that
will promote family health, particularly maternai and child health,
with spécial emphasis on areas such as nutrition, communicable disease
control, and éducation for family life, and others as appropriate to
local, social and économie conditions and cultural habits in child
bearing and child rearing practices.

1.



-40-

Nairobi 1979

ABDUCTION OF CHILDREN FROM LEGAT. CUSTODIAN

Where a child has been taken from the custody of  a parent to whom the
child had been principally committed by court order and removed to
another country.

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Recommends study of this gestion to its affiliated National Councils
with the object of obtaining from National législatures compatible
régulations as to enforcement of custody orders made in other countries.

4576m/l
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Nairobi 1979

ICHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS

I
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Noting the Report of research into the needs of children prepared by its
Standing Conunittees for lYC,

Recalling ICW's many resolutions concerning the welfare of mothers and
children—in particular (a) Vienna (1930) "Charter of the Rights of
Mothers", (b) Bangkok (1970) "Parental Rights and Duties",

Aware that the responsibility for the nurture and raising of children
still rests principally with the mother,

Convinced that society must increasingly assist her to carry out this
responsibility,

I

I

1

IAware that the rôle of the mother is often discriminated against,
overburdened, denigrated and economically disadvantaged,

Knowina that due to the pressures of rapid change aimed, inter alia. at
intégrâting women into development, the rôle of the Mother is often a
dual one,

Believing that little can be done for the child unless more is done for
the Mother,

Suggests that its affiliated Councils urge their governments to consider
with their United Nations colleagues the advisability of formulating a
Déclaration of the Rights of the Mother setting out her right^ to (1)
shared parental responsibilities, (2) equality of status, opportunity,
indépendance, rest and récréation with other members of society, so that
her rôle will be supported and enhanced and the full development of the
child of today as the citizen of the future will be ensured.

A577in/1

I
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Nairobi 1979

A. CHILDREN AND TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Aware of the increasing nuitiber of traffic accidents involving children,

Urqes its affiliated Councils to call the attention of their National

Authorities to the following suggestions to avoid accidents to children:

To ensure that measures be taken by traffic authorities to
slow down speed especially in suburbs e.g. by the installation
of "bumpers".

More traffic éducation in road safety.

Spécial législation requiring children under 12 to be seated
in the back seat or in a safety harness.

1.

2.

3.

B. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Concerned about the problems facing handicapped children and their
families suggests:

Adoption of legal measures to ensure spécial treatment,1.

support and éducation of handicapped children.

Intégration so far as possible of the often isolated and
handicapped child.
2.

Provision of better and easier facilities at home and in

Public Buildings and Institutions.
3.

Publicising the problems of the handicapped in order to
croate a better understanding and more appréciation of their
problems.

4.

4578m/l
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I
Nairobi 1979

CHILDREN OF SEPARATED PARENTS

1

I
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

IObservinq that in séparation proceedings between spouses the most painful
émotions are aroused by questions of guardianship of children;

and that this problem is aggravated in cases where the parents are of
different nationalities;

Urqes its National Councils to work to achieve that existing
International Conventions on this subject be ratified without delay, and
that action be taken in the different countries to bring into harmony
their laws concerning the guardianship of children, in order to prevent,
insofar as possible, harmful effects upon children of the séparation of
their parents.

I

I

I

I
A579m/1

I

i
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Nairobi 1979

PROPERTY RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

Whereas on the dissolution of marriage the children's financial and
property rights should be safeguarded.

And whereas these financial and property rights are best safeguarded by
the Court or other authorities,

Therefore National Councils should promote législation which will ensure
that :

1. Any financial arrangements reached by parents should be
approved by the Court so that the children's financial and
property rights be safeguarded.

2. In those cases,where the Court considers it necessary a
separate and indépendant attorney (trustes) should be appointed
to represent the children's financial and property rights.

3. An Annual Report submitted to the Court and/or proper
government authorities that financial and property rights of
children hâve been property handled.

4580m/l
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ISéoul, 1982

I
ASSISTANCE TO NEEDY WOMEN

I
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Recalling its Resolutions adopted in 1938 and 1976 which supported the
payment by public authorities of maintenance and/or other such benefits
to women in nécessitons circumstances and to their children born in or
out of wedlock, and

Remembering studies made in 1979, the UN International Year of the Child,
to help children;

its National Councils to press their governments to pay the cost of
confinement, and to give free ante-natal and post-natal support to ail
needy women. It is suggested that this assistance may take the form of
spécifie monetary payments to the mother, free health insurance or free
hospital and medical care and advice, including such items as free milk
or other food or necessaries and, if necessary, family planning advice.

I

4581m/l
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Seoul, 1982

TERTIARY EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN OF DIVORCED PARENTS

THE INTERNATIONAL CQUNCIL OF WOMEN

Acceptinq that in cases of divorce or séparation législation should
require parents to pay maintenance for children until completion of the
children's secondary éducation, and

Recallinq studies undertaken in 1979, the UN International Year of the
Child, on children's needs;

Recommends to its National Councils that they request their governments
to pass législation so that, in cases of divorce or séparation,
maintenance payments for children should be continued for tertiary
éducation.

4582m/l
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Seoul, 1982

CHILD LABOR

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Concerned that child labour is on the increase in the world;

Realising that child labour has serious conséquences on a child's
physical, mental and moral development, on its future and on the
future of its country;

Realising further that child labour, especially full-time labour,
interfères with normal schooling;

Realising that the causes of child labour are économie and social;

Convinced of the value and importance of the Resolution of the
International Labour Conférence (Geneva, June 1979) on the
International Year of the Child, the Elimination of Child Labour,
Resolution 7B (XXXII) (5th September 1979) of the Sub-Commission
Prévention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of t’he UN
Commission on Human Rights;

Urges its National Councils to contribute to the élimination of the
exploitation of child labour and its causes in their countries and to
recommend to their governments to ratify and implement the Instruments
of the International Labour Office, in particular Convention 138 -
Convention concerning the minimum âge for admission to employment -
and Recommendation 146 - Recommendation concerning the minimum âge for
admission to employment.

on
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London, 1986

JUVENILE JUSTICE

Recallina

1) that the ICW, Istanbul 1960, stressed the importance of the
Déclaration of the Rights of the Child, and

2) that the ICW has worked for and supported the premise that
"mankind owes the child the best it has to give", especially during
and arising from the International Year of the Child 1979, and this
has been followed by ICW's support for the International Year of Youth
1985; therefore

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Recommends that its National Councils should work for the

establishment by their governments of spécial Juvénile Courts with
suitable and specially trained judges, in ail countries where such
courts do not exist.
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London 1986

INTER-COÜNTRY ADOPTIONS

Recallinq that in 1966 the ICW requested its affiliated Councils to
use their influence with their respective governments in order that an
instrument might be drawn up on the inter-country adoption of
children, which would protect these children;

Recoqnisinq that the ICW policy of 1966 was based on the draft
International Convention on the Inter-State Adoption of Children drawn
up in 1964 by the Conférence of International Private Law in the Hague
but that no further action has been taken;

Believinq that inter-country adoption of children may resuit in
exploitation and abuse;

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Requests its affiliated Councils

1) who hâve a policy on this matter to review it;

2) to use their influence with their respective governments, where no
policy exists, to draw up an instrument on the inter-country adoption
of children which would protect these children, and

3) to press their governments to give favourable considération to the
United Nations "Draft Déclaration on Social and Legal Principles
Relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children with Spécial
Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption.

♦

It
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Washington, D.C 1988• /

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHIL

Aware of the gravity of problems relating to children and of the
extreme urgency of finding solutions;

Referring to its resolution adopted in Toronto in 1909 on "Questions
Concerning Children", its following resolutions on the Geneva
Déclaration (1924), the United Nations Déclaration (1959) on the
Rights of the Child and on its coopération with UNICEF (1957 and 1960)
and on the Year of the Child (1976) at Vancouver;

Considering the very important rôle played by international non-
governmental organisations in the dissémination and implémentation of
international law;

Welcomes the progress made by the UN Commission on Human Rights
towards the création of an International Convention on the Rights of
the Child;

Hopes that this Convention will be adopted, ratified and enforced as
soon as possible, so that there will be a rapid improvement in the
fate of children ail over the world;

Urges its National Councils:

to inform the public about the plans for this International
Convention on the Rights of the Child;

to exercise influence on their governments from now on, so
that the language of the Convention is gender neutral; the
Convention is adopted at the UN General Assembly in 1989; the
signing and ratification of the Convention shall follow as soon
as possible after its adoption.

1)

2)
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FAMILY AND PARENTAL SKILLS

Recognising the very important rôle of the family in society, and in
the development process;

Recognising also that the structure of the family differs in different
parts of the world;

Noting that ail the varions forms of the family hâve common tasks in
society, such as the nurturing and éducation of the children; the
provision of shelter and care for members of the family on the
material, emotional and psychological level; and the transmission of
cultural values;

fÇonsidering ̂ that the father and mother hâve equal responsibilities
towards their children and recognising that these tasks lie heavily
the single-parent family; on

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Ac;rees to urge its National Councils to promote international
national action in favour of the family;

Hndertakes to contribute to spécifie programmes concerning the’ family
instituted by the United Nations within the framework of ICW goals and
principles;

Urges its affiliated National Councils of Women to ensure that their
governments promote programmes in support of the family which are in
harmony with ail the conventions, covenants and déclarations adopted
by the UN and its Agencies guaranteeing the rights and
responsibilities of the individuel members of the family;
furthermore

Copsidering that the parents are the basis of the family institution
which fonctions as the primary medium in the promotion and development
of the total quality of life of the child;

Convinced that adéquate skills are required to develop a healthy and
Sound family life;

Urges National Councils of Women;

1) to promote, with their governments, programmes and
facilities for the enhancement of parental skills for
ail those who are responsible for child-rearing,
including substitute parents;

and

and

\

2) to promote éducation and widely to disseminate
knowledge of responsible parenthood.
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Washington, D.C., 1988

SPECIALISED CARE FOR DISABLED CHILDREN

Recallinq the resolution adopted in Nairobi (1979) on the problems facing
disabled children and their families;

Welcominq the introduction of an International Convention on the Rights
of the Child, and the prospect of its adoption;

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Calls upon its National Councils to persuade their governments and
non-governmental organisations to create a wide variety of services and
specialised institutions for disabled children, involving appropriate
ministries, giving particular attention to small units which can more
easily be incorporated into the community.

4588m/l
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ADOPTED CHILDREN

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

Welcomes the considération given in the United Nations Status of Women
Commission to the situation of adopted children,

Urqes its affiliated National Councils of Women to work with
national législatures and other relevant bodies,

Tp ensure that adopted children shall hâve a status identical with
that of other children in particular with regard to legal situation,
rights of éducation, social security and inheritance.

and

their

CHILDREN OF PARENTS OF DIFFERENT NATIONALITIES

THE INTERNATIONAL COÜNCIL OF WOMEN

Recalling the considération given to this question at its 1976
Triennial Conférence (Vancouver) and subséquent study by its Standina
Committee on Laws and Suffrage. ,

Invites its affiliated National Councils to work with relevant
authorities in their countries to

In cases where the parents hâve different nationalities, the child
shall be enabled at birth to become a national by descent of both its
father's and its mother's country and that,

Whj^ the child reaches the âge of majority he should be able to choose
which nationality he wishes to retain.

ensure that,
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WASHINGTON 1925

Gare of Abnormal Children

That the ICW shall request ail National Councils to take an active
interest in the care and protection of abnormal children, and to
report on the measures taken in this direction in the varions
countries.

Death Rate of Illeaitimate Children

This resolution repeats "Death-rate of Legitimate and Illegitimate
Children” listed under Executive COPENHAGEN 1924.

Executive

LONDON 1929

Popular Pamphlet in Support of Child Health and Plav Dav
That a small popular pamphlet explaining the reasons why it is
advisable to hold a Child Health and Play Day be prepared in the three
languages (and, if possible, also in Spanish for the use of South
America) in readiness for the Quinquennial Council Meeting, for
distribution for the Quinquennial Council Meeting, for distribution
amongst the Councils to enable them to carry out  a campaign in support
of the course advocated.

VIENNA 1930

Protection of Children

The ICW insists on the need for National Councils to study and then
urge their governments to support the three last Conventions of the
League of Nations in regard to the protection of children.

Charter of the Riahts of Mothers

That the ICW, representing more than 40 million of women in 40
different countries, déclarés itself in faveur of  a Charter of the
Rights of Mothers.



-55-

VIENNA 1930

Annual National Child Health and Play Dav
That with the view of educating public opinion as to the need for
definite provision for récréation and supervised playgrounds frora the
point of view of public health and child welfare, ail National
Councils be urged to take steps for the establishment of an Annual
Child Health and Play Day, such as has now been decreed by President
Hoover at the United States Congress.

Minors in Foreian Countries

The ICW recommends that a message be sent to the League of Nations
insisting on the necessity of taking up again the study of the
protection to be given to minors in foreign countries.

Executive

STOCKHOLM 1933

Investigation Reaardina Children^s Prisons. Reformatorv *
Houses and Penitentiarv Institutions

That the ICW make by means of its Child Welfare Committee an all-round
investigation regarding children's prisons, reformatory houses of
détention, state penitentiary institutions and police stations and the
way in which children, who are charged with an offense or a crime, are
treated in the varions countries.

Protection of Children from Dangers Resulting from Long
Umemplovment of Parents

WHEREAS in every country the long-continued unemployment of the
parents is resulting in physical, moral and spiritual injury to the
children,

BE IT RESOLVED that the ICW urges ail its affiliated National Councils
to further and sustain ail provisions for the care of infants and
little children, for adéquate feeding and medical care for ail school
children, and for older children greatly increased facilities under
wise guidance for récréation, both in and out of doors, for classes,
clubs and handicrafts.

be allowed to imperil the future of the nations by breaking the forces
of the rising génération.

The économie distress of the parents must not
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PARIS 1934

The two Stockholm resolutions listed above were repeated.

Treatment of Errinq and Delincment Minors
The National Councils of Women are requested to study the Report of
the Child Welfare Committee of the League of Nations regarding
"Institutions for Erring and Délinquant Minors" and to investigate and
report on the conditions in their respective countries on the basis of
the League's report, with a view to the préparation of a spécial
report on the subject by the Child Welfare Committee of the
International Council in 1936.

Protection of Children from Dangers Resultino from
ünemplovment of Parents

AFTER HAVING HEARD the reports from several countries on the question
of the influence of unemployment of parents on the health of the
children, and the varions measures being taken officially and through
private organisations for the assistance of the children;
AND REALISING that there are still, unfortunately, a number of
countries where in spite of ail efforts some thousands of children
suffering from under-feeding and its menace to their normal
development during this period of économie crisis;
THE ICW urges the affiliated National Councils to give ail possible
support to the means being taken in their respective countries for the
assistance of the children;
AND TO SEND a report before 31st January 1935 to the Convener of the
Child Welfare Committee of the ICW who will supply a résumé to our
représentative on the Committee for the Protection of Children of the
League of Nations.

Crirainal Assaults upon Youna Children
The ICW urges its National Councils of Women to endeavour to secure in
their respective countries that in cases of criminel assaults upon
young children the children be examined by women doctors and that
evidence be taken in the presence of a woman.

It is also strongly advised that definite instructions and supervision
be given to school children for their safety.

are
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I

i
DUBROVNIK 1936

IPosition of children in the Different Countries

With a view to the unification of the legal codes affecting children,
the ICW begs its affiliated National Councils to make an enquiry into
divergencies that may exist between the législation regarding children
actually operating in their respective countries and the principles
which form the basis of the Déclaration of Geneva.
Charter).

(Children's

I

i
Education and Technical trainina of Crippled Children
The ICW urges its affiliated National Councils to give every
encouragement in their respective countries to organised work for the
éducation and technical training of crippled children, in order to
render them self-supporting. It also urges that day schools be
provided at least in towns for physically déficient children.

I

I

IInfant Mortalitv and Pre-natal Gare for Mothers

The ICW urges its affiliated National Councils, while recognising the
value of pre-natal care not only to the mother but to the unborn
child, to continue to promote by every means in its power the full
use of pre-natal clinics in the organised work for mother and child.
It further urges that each National Council undertake to repoi^t to the
next Council Meeting data as to the increased use of ante-natal
clinics and the rate of new born and infant mortality in their
respective countries in relation to previous years.

I

I

IEDINBURGH 1938

IHelp to Children. Victims of War and Civil Disturbances

CONSIDERING the necessity of help being given to children who in
varions countries hâve been victims of war and civil disturbances;
CONSIDERING that it is the duty of women mutually to support one
another in relief work;
THE ICW urges its affiliated Councils to take ail possible part,
either alone or together with other organisations such as the 'Save
the Children' International Union or the International Red Cross, in
the relief work against famine and mental dépréssion among children in
countries which are at war, and among refugee children.

i

I

I

I

I

I
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EDINBURGH 1938

Assistance to Destitute Orphans

The ICW, considers that it would be désirable that every destitute
orphan should receive adéquate assistance from the authorities.
assistance should endeavour to keep the child with his remaining
family or in surroundings suitable for children of its âge.
child has to be placed in an institution it should hâve a voluntary
protector outside the institution with whom it should be in personal
and regular contact.

Thi

Where t

s

he

Co-ordination of Efforts of Institutions of Assistance
The ICW, realising that in the field of protection of children and
adolescents the efforts of the varions instituions of assistance very
often lack co-ordination, begs its affiliated Councils to undertake,
in their respective countries, an inquiry into the varions aspects of
the question in order to draw the attention of the public to the
matter, with a view to finding means to co-ordinate existing efforts.

PHILADELPHIA 1947

United Nations Appeal for Children

The ICW, having taken note of the United Nations "Appeal for
Children", strongly endorses the ideals and objectives, believing that
it will be not only a powerful factor in the relief of distress among
the children of the world but also a démonstration that the individuel
in ail countries has faith in international collaboration, and wishes
to act in the support of this humanitarian initiative.

RECOGNIZING that the appeal is addressed to the peoples of the world,
that it is one which calls on such voluntary effort, and which will
dépend in great measure for its success on voluntary contributions to
the Fund, the ICW requests ail its member Councils:

to press for représentation of voluntary bodies
on the National Committees which it is proposed
to set up, and to see that an adéquate number of
women is chosen amongst them;

to give maximum support to Committees so formed;

to give ail possible publicity to the appeal.

1)

2)

3)
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PHILADELPHIA 1947

Creches and Nursery Schools

The ICW urges its affiliated Councils to work for the extension
facilities for creches (day nurseries) and nursery schools, under
proper supervision, both full and part time, according to the needs of
che mothers and children in their respective countries.

of

I
Birth Certificates
In order to avoid the stigma of illegitimacy the ICW urges that
provision should be made for an abbreviated birth certificate for
general use which should not disclose parentage.

Executive

LUGAKO 1949

No Séparation of Parents and Children
The ICW re-affirms its strong conviction that children should
removed by violence from their parents or naturel protectors, and
déplorés the fact that the Greek children hâve not yet been *
repatriated. It therefore urges the United Nations and the
International Red Cross to take immédiate steps to secure the early
return of these children to their own country.

not be

J

Family Aid with Specialised Social Service
The Standing Committee on Child Welfare has noted with satisfaction
that measures of family aid which guarantee a maximum of security to
children are becoming increasingly general in ail countries.
THe ICW Committee on Child Welfare expresses the wish that in the
countries where the System of family allowance has been adopted, a
spécial social service function permanently in connection with this
System. This social service is to help and advise those who reçoive
an allowance; to propose, if necessary, an additional aid for spécial
cases, but in no case should it initiate sanctions such as withdrawal
of the allowance. The Committee also expresses the desire that in
principle the allowance be given to the mother.
partly in cash, partly in kind.

The allowance may be

I

I
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ATHENS 1951

TERME OF REFERENCE

To Work separately and in conjunction
with the Public Health, Laws and Education
Committees on ail aspects of Child Welfare.

Consultation with NGOsSupport for UNICEF;

THE ICW, being deeply impressed with the outstanding work performed
through the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) since its inception in 1946, in the relief of distress among
the children of the world, and
HAVING NOTED the action of the General Asseinbly in 1950 continuing
UNICEF for the purpose of providing assistance to Governments in the
development of their long-range programmes for children, as well as
for serions emergencies,
WELCOMES the decision of the UN to enlist the co-operation of the
Specialised Agencies in their respective fields of activity, and
EXPRESSES the wish that competent NGOs be consulted in the planning,
and implémentation of programmes for the benefit of children,
AFFIRME its readiness to explore the possibilities of increased
collaboration with the appropriate international organs on ail matters
of mutual interest, and
REQUESTS ail its National Councils of Women to co-operate with the
Specialised Agencies and the UNICEF by giving ail possible publicity
to their operations, by lending assistance to national efforts to
procure contributions to the Fund, and by placing practical expérience
at the disposai of the tasks of child welfare.

Draft Déclaration of the Riahts of the Child

THE ICW

IN VIEW OF the fact that fundamental principles of the UN Charter as
well as the decisions taken by the UN organs hâve not been respected
by ail Member States,
IN VIEW, particularly, of the flagrant violation of a principle
fundamental for ail women, such as the violation of the parents' right
over their children and, in particular, the détention by certain
States of thousands of Greek children deported by force,
IN VIEW OF the fact that in this case these States did not comply with
the decision of the UN concerning the restitution of these children to
their country,
EXPRESSES its indignation in this respect, and
DECIDES to propose to the UN to study once again the means, if
necessary through moral, économie or other sanctions, of inducing the
Member States of the UN and other Governments concerned to respect
integrally their international obligations.
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HELSINKI 1954

Maintenance of Illeqitimate Children
The ICW draws the attention of its National Councils to the lowering
of moral standards and the encouragement of irresponsible conduct
which may resuit from the establishment in different countries of
armed forces of other nationalities.

It urges the need for international consultation and measures to
safeguard the interests of illegitimate children born of such unions
and for action to introduce some form of affiliation order for the
maintenance of an illegitimate child which will be internationally
valid.

Mental Hyqiene

The ICW, considering the knowledge recently acquired in the domain of
mental hygiene, requests the National Councils to watch over the
diffusion and application of ail that pertains to mental hygiene:

by encouraging the further éducation of parents,
teachers and social workers, insisting particularly
on the influence of the mother on the mental and
emotional development of young children from their
earliest years;

by requesting the increase of facilities for mental
hygiene in connection with child guidance;

by seeking peaceful and humane solutions to solve
problems which are at the root of insecurity and
anxiety and are causes of maladjustment of the
child.

1)

♦

2)

3)

I

f

United Nations Children^s Fund

The ICW, deeply impressed with the outstanding achievements of the UN
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in aiding governments, particularly in under-
developed areas, to develop programmes of long range benefit to
children as well as to meet serions emergencies.
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HELSINKI 1954

WELCOMES the unanimous action of the General Assembly in continuing
UNICEF and in recognising its leading rôle in the whole international
programme for the protection of the child,
RECOGNISES that the work of UNICEF can only go forward through the
continued support of governments, voluntary organisations and
individuals,
EXPRESSES its appréciation to the UNICEF Executive Board and the
Administration for the strengthening of its relationship with the
international NGOs and pledges its continued coopération,
REQUESTS its National Councils of Women to cooperate with UNICEF by
improving public understanding of its work, by participating in the
Work of national committees for UNICEF, by lending assistance to
national efforts to procure contributions to the Fund, by calling the
attention of governments to urgent child needs which could be met with
the aid of UNICEF, and by placing practical expérience and resources
at the disposai of the providers of child welfare at both national and
local levels.

Parental Authoritv

The ICW re-affirms its conviction that in ail matters regarding family
relationships and management both spouses must hâve equal authority,
and that in order to establish equality of rights in the matter of
their children the term "parental authority" ought in ail cases to
replace the term "paternal authority".
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I

I
MONTREAL 1957

I

ICo-operation with UNICEF

The ICW, wishing to pay tributs to the significant achievements of the
UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) in aiding some 100 governments and
territories, particularly in underdeveloped areas, to establish
permanent children's services,
IMPRESSED particularly by the unifying value of UNICEF, not only from
a humanitarian point of view, but in increasing the capacity of the
countries for économie and social progress,
WELCOMING the increasing emphasis of UNICEF, in close collaboration
with the UN Bureau of Social Affaire, the relevant Spécialised
Agencies and Non-Governmental Organisations, in viewing aid for
children as a balanced part of broader activities to improve family
and community environment, with particular attention to the importance
of éducation of mothers in child care,
CONGRATULATES the Executive Board and the Executive Director of UNICEF
on their outstanding work,
PLEDGES to UNICEF its continued coopération, and
REQüESTS its National Councils to stimulate interest among citizens

‘/and their governments in the world wide neecl_^jbf children, and in the
need for more adéquate support of UNICEF to help meet these needs.

I

Facilities for Assistance to Mothers Workinq Outside the Home
The ICW, taking into considération the increasing participation of
married women in the économie and social life in many countries,
wishes to draw the attention of the Status of Women Commission to the
importance of the provision of adéquate facilities for assistance in
the supervision and care of children, both pre-school and of school
âge, when the mother is away from the home. Day care, play centres,
holiday homes, as organised in a number of countries, should be
expanded commensurate with the growing needs.
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ISTAMBUL 1960

UNICEF

The I6th Assembly of the ICW expresses its interest in the work of
United Nations Children's Fund in relation to the general theme of the
Conférence: Woman and Family in a Changing World".
It notes with spécial attention the resolution of the Executive Board
of UNICEF of March 1960:

1) To undertake a survey of the needs of children.

To emphasise the importance of professional training
for those working with children.

Finally, to help the Governments to put into practice
the principles of the Déclaration of the Rights of the
Child adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations.

It requests its affiliated Councils to support in every possible way
UNICEF Work for children, and especially recommends them to help in
the important work of informing and educating the public on this
subj ect.

2)

3)

Déclaration of the Rights of the Child
The ICW in conférence assembled in Istanbul in August 1960 mindful of
the importance of the Déclaration of the Rights of the Child pursuant
to the humanitarian goals of the Charter, the Universal Déclaration of
Human Rights and the human conscience that "mankind owes the child the
best it has to give";

expresses its deep appréciation for the Déclaration
of the Rights of the Child as adopted by the General
Assembly at its I4th Session;

supports wholeheartedly the resolution (1386 XIV)
of the General Assembly concerning publicity to be
given to the Déclaration of the Rights of the Child;

requests its National Councils to undertake such
activities as to publicise as widely as possible the
text of this Déclaration;

a)

b)

c)

d) expresses the hope that a Convention be drafted
in the near future, and urges its affiliated Councils
without waiting for this Convention to make sure that
in their respective countries the principles proclaimed
by the Déclaration are implemented and respected.
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WASHINGTON 1963

TERM3 OF REFERENCE

To Work separately and in conjunction
with the Health, Laws and Suffrage and
Education Coiimiittees on ail aspects of
child welfare.

(Note change in titles of Standing
Committees referred to.)

Education for Responsible Parenthood

WHEREAS the ICW is deeply concerned with the health and welfare of the
child, the faitiily and with its responsibility to the coimuunity,
WHEREAS the basic rights of the child hâve been recognised;
WHEREAS repeated and often unwanted pregnancies at short inteirvals can
be detrimental to the health of the mother, and her ill-health can
adversely affect the whole harmony of the home,
WHEREAS the rate of growth of the world population threatens in many
countries to increase human tragedy and suffering alarmingly in the
very near future,
WHEREAS intensive studies by research scientists hâve been and are
being made on human fertility, and there now exist medically approved
ways to space children which are acceptable to ail cultures and ail
religions,
NOW, THEREFORE, THE ICW RECOMMENDS :

»

that a programme of éducation be encouraged
concerning the medical, ethical and moral aspects
and the dangers of the world population increase;

a)

b) that parents be educated in their duty and re
sponsibility to plan their families in such a manner
as to meet the requirements of their children;

that, wherever possible, child-spacing information
should be made available to ail parents as part of
the regular medical services to the community, and
that instruction acceptable to their personal, moral
and religions convictions be given by suitably
trained persons to ail parents who ask for it.

c)
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BANGKOK 1970

Urqes that parents be educated in their duty and responsibility to
plan their families,

Suqqests that child-spacing information be made available to ail
families as part of the regular services to the community,

Supports the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in its
study of the effect of family planning on the status of women and
urges that the relevance of family planning to maternai and child
health, to the employment of women outside the home, to women's
participation in public and civic life and to the improvement of
national économie conditions should be mentioned in the report of this
study.

Parental Rjqhts and Duties

Having studied the status of the mother under various legal Systems
existing in the world,

Having noted that in many countries such status is not in harmony with
the principles of equality of men and women proclaimed by the United
Nations Charter and the Universal Déclaration of Human Rights,

Considering that the Déclaration of the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women provides that "ail appropriate measures shall be taken
to ensure the principle of equality of status of the husband and wife,
and in particular....parents shall hâve equal rights and duties in
matters relating to their children;

Considering Resolution 1325 (XLIV) of the Economie and Social Council
inviting non-Governmental Organisations "to take certain measures for
the récognition in law and in fact of the principles contained in the
Déclaration",

Recalling the'resolution of the International Conférence on Human
Rights (Tehran 1968) that "efforts be made....to ensure the equality
of men and women in the field of civil and family rights",

Re-affirming the resolutions on parental rights and duties adopted at
its Plenary Council Meetings in 1954 and 1963,

THE ICW

Urges its affiliated Councils to press their governments to take
legislative and other measures to ensure the mother a status of
equality with the father in their parental rights and duties.
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WASHINGTON 1963

Parental Riahts and Duties

The ICW

NOTING that in many countries, though both parents hâve equal
responsibilities for the maintenance and éducation of their children,
they do not hâve equal legal rights,
CONVINCED that, as stated in the resolution adopted by the Economie
and Social Council at its 20th Session in August 1955 "the sharing by
the parents of rights and duties with respect to their children is of
benefit not only to the status of women but also to that of the
children and to the family as an institution",
BELIEVING also that such limitation of the authority of the mother is
incompatible with the principle of equality of the spouses during
marriage and at its dissolution, as well as with the right of both
parents to choose the kind of éducation to be given to their children,
as proclaimed in Articles 16 and 26 (3) of the Universal Déclaration
of Human Rights,
RECOMMENDS its affiliated Councils take the necessary action with
their governments so that the law governing parental authority, or the
laws to be passed to this effect, give both parents equal rights
towards their children or do away with ail discrimination between the
spouses in the exercise of parental authority.

TEHRAN 1966

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Small changes in order of words, to read:
To Work, both separately and in conjunction
with the Education, Health and Laws & Suffrage
Committees, on ail aspects of child welfare.

Inter-State Adoption

RECALLING that since the first World War many sad cases hâve arisen
and are still arising from the différence between national laws
governing inter-State adoption;
RECALLING that a draft International Convention on the Inter-State

Adoption of Children was drawn up in 1964 by the Conférence of
International Private Law in the Hague, but that no further action has
been taken as regards this draft;
THE ICW

REQUESTS its affiliated Councils to use their influence with their
respective governments in order that an instrument may be drawn up on
the inter-State adoption of children which would protect these
children.
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BANGKOK 1970

Children Born Put of Wedlock

HAVING NOTED that the number of children born out of wedlock is

increasing in many countries; that they are often deprived of a normal
family life and suffer economically, socially and psychologically and
in respect of their civil rights,
ANXIOÜS to improve the position of these children,
THE ICW

URGES affiliated Councils to press their governments in order that:

the principles of the UN Déclaration of the Rights
of the Child be implemented;

1)

I

the State and society acknowledge that the child
born out of wedlock should not suffer because of

this situation;

2)

the official documents (and registration certificates)
available to third parties should give no indication
whether the child is legitimate or born out of wedlock;

legal guardianship and custody of the child be given
to the unmarried mother as of right;

these children shall enjoy the same économie ad-
vantages as legitimate children, particularly in
respect of family allowances;

social assistance shall be brought to the unmarried
mother who wishes to keep her child, especially in
respect of accommodation and admission to a day
nursery ;

in countries where establishment of paternity is
authorised by law, legal aid be given to the un
married mother;

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

affiliated Councils should be concerned with more

study and research into the problem of children
born out of wedlock.

8)

Population and Responsible Parenthood

Re-affirming the resolution on "Education for Responsible Parenthood
adopted at its Plenary Council Meeting in 1963,
THE ICW

DRAWS THE ATTENTION of its affiliated Councils to the effects of

uncontrolled population increases on the quality of life.
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BANGKOK 1970

URGES that parents be educated in their duty and responsibility to
plan their families,
SüGGESTS that child-spacing information be made available to ail
families as part of the regular services to the community,
SUPPORTS the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in its
study of the effect of family planning on the status of women and
urges that the relevance of family planning to maternai and child
health; to the employment of women outside the home, to women's
participation in public and civic life and to the improvement of
national économie conditions should be mentioned in the report of this
study.

Parental Riahts and Duties
HAVING STUDIED the status of the mother under various legal Systems
existing in the world,
HAVING NOTED that in many countries such status is not in harmony with
the principles of equality of men and women proclaimed by the United
Nations Charter and the Universal Déclaration of Human Rights,
CONSIDERING that the Déclaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women provides that "ail appropriate measures shall be taken
to ensure the principle of equality of status of the husband and wife,
and in particular parents shall hâve equal rights and duties in
matters relating to their children:,
CONSIDERING Resolution 1325 (XLIV) of the Economie and Social Council
inviting non-Governmental Organisations "to take certain measUres for
the récognition in law and in fact of the principles contained in the
Déclaration",
RECALLING the resolution of the International Conférence on Human
Rights (Tehran 1968) that "efforts be made....to ensure the equality
of men and women in the field of civil and family rights",
RE-AFFIRMING the resolutions on parental rights and duties adopted at
its Plenary Council Meetings in 1954 and 1963,
THE ICW

URGES its affiliated Councils to press their governments to take
legislative and other measures to ensure the mother a status of
equality with the father in their parental rights and duties.
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Battered Children (the usual term is "Battered Babies")
The ICW notes with grave concern the serions rise in incidence of
assaults on children, which lead to temporary or permanent physical
and mental damage.
It therefore urges ail member Councils to recommend to their
governments that législation be provided for the protection of these
children. Such laws should provide that assaults be notified to the
appropriate authority, and that failure to do so would lead to
prosecution. Ail informants of cases of child assault should
themselves reçoive legal protection, and it should be made lawful,
within the context, for one spouse to testify against the other.
National Councils are further urged to support the work of voluntary
organisations whose aim is the prévention of cruelty and the
protection of battered children.

World Population Year 1974

The ICW

DRAWS the attention of its affiliated Councils

to the known value to the health and well-being
of ail members of the family of planning the
number and spacing of children;

APPRECIATES the social problems created by unlimited
increases in population and urges considération
of the effect which rapid population growth has on the
quality of life for ail people and on the potentiel for
économie improvement of the individuel family and of
society;

APPLAUDS efforts being made in certain countries to
encourage families to limit the number of their
children;

1)

2)

3)

RESOLVES that Councils should encourage the setting
up of services to provide information and advice on
child-spacing. Such services should include
domiciliary and hospital visiting;

DRAWS ATTENTION to the United Nations désignation of
1974 as "World Population Year" and suggests that
Councils take the opportunity which this offers to
study the relevance of human population to économie,
social and ecological progress.

4)

5)
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Nairobi, 1979

CREATION OF ICW STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

fignyinced of the necessity of establishing a new world économie ojrder,
based upon the interdependence of the industrialised countries and those
in the process of development, and taking into account the many problème
arising from the evolving situation with regard to sources of energy
throughout the world;

Çgnsidering that ICW should take an important part in the establishment
of this économie order, so as to ensure that its working conforme to the
high purposes of ICW, considering that this implies dévotion not only to
informing a wide public but also to giving continued attention to the
training of women who in order to take a serions part in the process of
decision-making must exhibit that compétence from which authority flows;
and since in ICW action noirmally flows through the working of specialized
international Standing Committees;

Décidés to create, in conformity with Article 8 of its Constitution, a
new International Standing Committee whose name shall be; "Economies".

Terms of Reference

Study the économie, monetary and financial situation of world economy and
that of the countries in which National Councils of Women exist,
to promote: *

1. The sharing in the production and distribution of goods and services
in such a way as to facilitate the fulfillment of every human need,
physical, social and cultural.

The non-wasteful use of available sources of energy and the
harmonious development of such resources.

The participation of women in ail économie activities on the basis of
equality.

The provision for women of higher training and lifelong éducation in
the fields of économies and energy.

in order

2.

3.

4.

4590m/l
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Nairobi, 1979

J COUNCIL COOPERATION WITH UN REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS TN

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Welcomes the directive recently issued by the United Nations Development
Programme to its Régional Représentatives, and

Suqgests that National Councils of Women, in making their plans to
participate in national or régional projects of development, should get
into contact with the Development Officer of the UN Economie Commissions
of their régions and, where feasible, offer their coopération as
voluntary organisations in governmental and/or inter-governmental efforts

ii591m/l
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Nairobi, 1979

A NEW WORLD ECONOMIC ORDER

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Recallinq its resolution adopted on this subject at Vancouver 1976

Aware of the urgent necessity of establishing a new international
économie order based upon the interdependence of the industrialised
States and those of the Third World,

Earnestly hopes that the new order will be based upon other principles,
such as that of fostering understanding among peoples and the cherishing
of the human resources available in every community of people, including
those of minorities;

Expresses the hope that exhaustive studies will be undertaken into the
social effects of technological innovation and progress;

Looks forward to the reconvening and continuance of the North-South
Conférence;

Suqqests that it would be helpful if public information on this general
subject could be provided, and would hope that National Councils of Women -
would take part in such a campaign of information in order to promote a
human approach to the work of this Conférence.

4593m/l
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Seoul, 1982

GLOBAL RESOLUTION: INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY FOR DEVELOPMENT"

Considering the conclusion of the conférence in Mexico in 1975 and in
Copenhagen in 1980 as well as the objectives of the New Economie Order
(NEO) pursued in the North-South and South-South dialogue;

Having studied the dimensions and effects of the International Strategy
for Development in the context of the présent économie crisis;

Convinced that accelerated involvement of women in development can help
towards finding a solution in a more équitable distribution and
utilisation of resources and the increased participation of
decision-making bodies at ail levels;

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

1) Supports North/South and South/South negotiations as well
Strategies for development;

2) Urges its National Councils to press their respective governments for

a) an intensification of information and training programmes
as to increase the sense of responsibility and initiative
amongst women;

b) effective participation of women in decisions which affect
and direct policies for development;

c) the inclusion of priorities as defined by women in their
nations' programmes as well as in those of UN Specialised
Agencies;

d) the inclusion of a women's component in ail technical
cooperative projects.

women in

as

so

I

4594ai/l
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Seoul, 1982

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Recognising that there must be a substantial increase in the transfer of
resources of ail kinds to developing countries in order to stablise the
World economy for the benefit of ail peoples;

Uraes National Councils in developed countries to request their
governments to increase Official Development Assistance progressively in
order to reach the United Nations target of 0.7% of Gross National
Product by the end of 1985 and 1% by the year, 2000.

4595m/l
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EDÜCATION

1909 Education

Executive

PARIS 1906

The Education of Girls

That this Executive recommend to the ICW to place the interests of
Girls' Education upon its programme of work and propaganda.

TORONTO 1909

Standing Committee on Education
That a Standing Committee on Education be formed by the Internatioal
Council and that the National Councils who hâve not already an
Education Section be recommended to adopt a similar course.
Rider; The influence of the National Councils is desired not only in
facilitating international interchange and discussion in regard to
éducation, but also for the promotion of spécial objects.within each
country, such as the scientific and practical teaching of domestic
subjects to girls of ail classes and the foundation of a natic^nal
System of Educational Information and Employment Bureaux under public
authority and connected with the schools.

KRISTIANIA 1920

Training in Citizenship and Instruction of Girls
in the Laws of their Country

That in ail schools more adéquate provision be made for training in
citizenship, and that in upper classes of High Schools and
Continuation Schools instruction be given to girls in the leading
principles of the laws of their country.

International Interchange of Public School Teachers

That it is a matter of international importance that action be taken
to facilitate the interchange of teachers of the public schools in the
varions countries, and that, with this in view, it is désirable that
in ail countries where a Teachers' Pension Scheme is established,
either now or hereafter, provision should be made therein for meeting
the case of teachers serving for limited periods in countries other
than their own.
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Executive

THE HAGUE 1922 I

IEducation of Youna Citizens on Facts Demonstratina the
Vital Necessitv of the Maintenance of Peaceful Relations
Between Nations

That the affiliated National Councils of Women continue to urge on the
Government and éducation authorities of their respective countries the
need for an organised System of teaching whereby during the years of
school attendance the young citizens may acquire  a knowledge of facts
- geographical, économie and social - and an attitude of mind that
shall enable them to réalisé the dependence of nations one upon
another and the vital necessity of the maintenance of peaceful
relations between nations for the future well-being and prosperity of
the World.

1

1

School-leavina Aae

That full-time éducation should be obligatory during eight years, the
school-leaving âge not to be less than 14 years with two additional
years of part-time éducation or its équivalent in full-time school
attendance.

Education committee - Subiect of Studv 1922/1923
That the subject of study during the coming year be based on the
following questions

What is being done to develop the aesthetic
nature of the child - his moral nature - his

sense of kindness to animais? Methods and

results.

1)

What is being done or planned to make university
and technical éducation accessible to gifted
young people of ail classes, including girls?
Are any changes in conditions for admittance to
institutions for higher learning contemplated?

What is being done or planned for adult éducation
outside the university?

What is being done in teaching sex hygiene to
young people? Methods and results.

2)

3)

4)
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WASHINGTON 1925

Interchanqe of Teachers and Students

The ICW faveurs the encouragement of the widest possible interchange
of students and teachers between different countries.
that a first-hand knowledge of, and an insight into, the life and
outlook of other nations is of vital importance in the interests of
the peace of the world.

It believes

Moral and Social Traininq of Children

As without more efficient moral and social training it is impossible
to secure peace, it is désirable that such moral and social training
be given in each country thepretically by adéquate teaching in ethics
and sociology practically to the the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, the
Junior Red Cross and other organisations.

Practical Teachinq of Science at ail Schools
Recognising the innumerable applications of science in everyday life
at the présent time, and the importance of approaching the vital
questions of sex and morality from the side of naturel law,
the ICW

reguests the National Councils of Women to urge in their respective
countries the teaching of "Nature Study" and simple biological facts
in ail the public elementary schools, and the inclusion of practical
and theoretical courses of science (e.g. physics and chemistry,
biology, and the laws of health) in the curriculum of the higher grade
and secondary schools, both for boys and girls.

Instruction Reqardinq the Leaque of Nations

Considering the importance of the resolution of the Fourth Assembly of
the League of Nations, which urges the government of the States
Members to arrange that the children and youth in their respective
countries, where such teaching is not given, be made aware of the
existence and aims of the League of Nations and the terms of its
Covenant,
the ICW

urges the different National Councils to bring pressure to bear on the
authorities of their respective countries to ensure that such teaching
is included in the code.

In those countries which hâve not yet modified their teaching in the
sense indicated, this would be a good opportunity for having recourse
to Parliamentary intervention.
In those countries which hâve already adopted the resolution the
National Councils should stimulate its application.
In either case, the National Councils are invited to préparé a full
report upon the question for the next Executive Meeting and to
incorporate it in the programme of study for the coming year.


